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What are Feeds?

• Intro to Feeds
– Two main kinds of feeds: RSS and Atom
– Feeds are gaining in popularity, trend will

continue
– Feeds are a quick way to learn about site

updates or get content delivered
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Feed Buttons
http://asistkblogpanel.blogspot.com
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Feed Examples
•Music
•Yahoo! Groups
•Gmail
•Library catalogs
•Buoys
•Machines
•Weather reports

•Weblogs
•Web sites
•News organizations
•Publications
•Wikis
•Reminders
•Comics
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Finding Feeds

• General search engines
• Special search engines

– Feedster: http://www.feedster.com/
– Technorati: http://www.technorati.com/
– Daypop: http://www.daypop.com/

• Blogs and other sources
• Colleagues
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Feedster
http://www.feedster.com/
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Technorati
http://www.technorati.com/
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Technorati Profile of
j’s scratchpad
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Daypop
http://www.daypop.com/
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Share Your OPML

• http://feeds.scripting.com/
• Share subscription lists
• Find feeds
• Learn who subscribes to feeds
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Share Your OPML
http://feeds.scripting.com/
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SYO: Interesting Readouts
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My Subscription List
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j’s scratchpad Readers
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How to Receive Feeds

• Route to aggregator/news reader
• Feature on Web sites
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A Manila Aggregator
http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/jkbaumga/
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A Frassle Aggregator
http://frassle.net/
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Shimonolog: A Site Using Feeds
http://frassle.net/shimon/
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My.Harvard Portal
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Feeds and
Knowledge Management

• A big piece of KM is making knowledge
available for sharing

• Feeds give people a bit of knowledge at a
time

• Route information to specific places or
people using feeds
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Copyright

• Lots of personal content, like weblogs, are using
licenses instead of traditional copyright

• Copyright might still apply
• Think about it before creating or storing feeds
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The Future

• More sources producing feeds
– Commercial databases
– Research management tools
– Alert services
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The Future

• Better ways to receive and manage feeds
• More sophisticated aggregation tools
• Maybe Atom and RSS will compromise
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Thank You!

Jessica Baumgart
Harvard University’s Office of News and

Public Affairs
617-495-4739
jessica_baumgart@harvard.edu
j’s scratchpad
http://blogs.law.harvard.edu/jkbaumga/


